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What to do first

If the ‘check engine’ light comes on, the first thing to do is check the gas cap. Make sure
your cap was properly replaced after the last trip to the gas station. Sometimes, this can
automatically trigger the light.
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If the ‘check engine’ light flashes it is usually a sign of a more severe condition and the
car should be checked out right away.

When scheduling service, make sure the automotive shop that diagnoses your car
performs OBDII On Board Diagnosis and repair. The technician will provide you with a
“trouble” code indicating why the ‘check engine’ light was activated.

Car Care Canada recommends reading your vehicle’s owner’s manual and familiarizing
yourself with the purpose of the ‘check engine’ light and every other gauge and warning
indicator on your dashboard.

Stay tuned for upcoming car care tips on safety and efficiency. For podcasts and videos
on caring for cars, click here: (Topics include Battery, Cold Start, Fuel Savings, ldling,
Winter Fluids, and Winter Conditions.)

About Be Car Care Aware and Car Care Canada

Be Car Care Aware is a campaign to inform Canadian drivers about the benefits of
regular, vehicle care, maintenance and repair. The campaign’s purpose is to empower
drivers to make sensible decisions about their vehicles and avoid costly repairs due to
neglect. Be Car Care Aware is spearheaded by Car Care Canada and built around
three key themes: safety, environmental protection and maximizing value for money
spent on vehicle maintenance and repairs.

Car Care Canada is a non-profit advocacy group that offers research, consumer
education and information about the Canadian automotive aftermarket industry. For
more than 15 years, Car Care Canada has been working to advance the motoring
public’s understanding of the vital importance of regular vehicle maintenance and how,
by taking a preventative approach to vehicle care and driving habits, motorists can
lower their maintenance costs and improve safety.

To learn more, visit the Be Car Care Aware website at http://www.carcarecanada.ca
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